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THE FOUNDING

Following Emancipation, freedom held exciting prospects for 

blacks. To those who sought to improve the lot of blacks in the 

mid -1800õs, including many blacks themselves, the ministry and 

the teaching profession were primary fields of interest. 



THE FOUNDING
Influenced by this knowledge, ten members of the First Congregational 

Society of Washington gathered on November 20, 1866 and proposed 

the Howard Normal and Theological Institute for the Education of 

Teachers and Preachers .



THE FOUNDING
The primary objective for the Howard Normal and 

Theological Institute for the Education of Teachers 

and Preachers: 

to establish a leadership class that, in time, would 

help determine the future of the Negro in 

America.



THE FOUNDING
The university was named for General Oliver 

Otis Howard , commissioner of the Freedmenõs 

Bureau and one of the ten founding society 

members. 

General Howard served as Howardõs 

president from 1869 to 1874.



THE FOUNDING

On January 8, 1867 , the Board of Trustees voted to 

change the name to 

òHoward University.ó 



THE FOUNDING
On March 2, 1867 , during the last session of the 

39th Congress, a charter was given to the 

òUniversity,ó organizing the offices of Board of 

Trustees, president, secretary, treasurer and 

executive committee.  The charter specified the 

following departments :  normal and preparatory, 

collegiate, theological, medical, law and agriculture .



DEPARTMENTS AT A 
GLANCE:

March 2, 1867 (6)

ünormal and preparatory

üCollegiate

üTheological

üMedical

üLaw

üAgriculture

April 22, 2024 (13)

üArts and Sciences

üDivinity

üCommunications

üMedical

üLaw

üBusiness

üEducationééé.



THE EARLY YEARS

From its beginning, Howard offered education to all 

ð blacks and whites, men and women. In the spring 

of 1867, five white females, daughters of two board 

members, enrolled in the normal and preparatory 

department of the University.



THE EARLY YEARS

By the fall of 1867, the construction of the 

main building called the òUniversity 

Building,ó a dormitory (Minor Hall), a 

medical building, a hospital, to be called 

Freedmenõs Hospital, as well as the private 

residence of General Howard (Howard Hall), 

were under way.



WHAT IS 
SIGNIFICANT ABOUT 

HOWARD HALL?



THE EARLY YEARS

Howard Hall is listed in the National Register 

of Historical Places.  It is the only remaining 

original building of the University.



THE EARLY YEARS

Since itõs founding, Howard University has grown 

from a single frame building to several 

campuses totaling 241 acres.  

The University campuses include the West

Campus, School of Law and the Divinity School.



MAIN BUILDING



HOWARD HALL



WHO WAS HOWARD 
UNIVERSITYõS FIRST 
BLACK PRESIDENT?



HOWARD UNIVERSITYôS FIRST BLACK PRESIDENT

MORDECAI W. JOHNSON



MORDECAI WYATT JOHNSON
BEFORE & AFTER

ÅBEFORE

Å8 schools & colleges

ÅEnrollment:  1700

ÅBudget:  $700,000

ÅNo PhD programs

ÅAFTER

Å10 schools & colleges

Å6000 students

Å$8 million

ÅPhD programs (Chemistry ð 

1955)

OTHER ACCOMPLISHMENTS

×Greatly enlarged faculty with the most prominent black scholars

×Dev. Of Civil Rights Law (Charles Houston, Dean of Civil Rights 

Law)



HOWARD UNIVERSITY
PRESIDENTS

Charles Boynton     March 1867-August 1867

Byron Sunderland    August 1867-April 1869

General Oliver Otis Howard   April 1869 - November 1874

Edward Smith     December 1875 -June 1876

William W. Patton    April 1877 -December 1889

Jeremiah E. Rankin   January 1890-February 1903

John Gordon    May 1903-June 1906

Wilbur P. Thirkield    September 1906 -June 1912

Stephen M. Newman   July 1912-June 1918

James S. Durkee    July 1918-June 1926

Mordecai W. Johnson    September 1926 -June 1960

 (First Black President)

James M. Nabrit, Jr.   July 1960-June 1969

James E. Cheek    July 1969-June 1989

Franklyn G. Jenifer    April 1990 -May 1994

H. Patrick Swygert    August 1995-June 2008

Sidney A. Ribeau     August 2008-December 2013

Wayne A.I. Frederick    December 2013 -August 2023

Ben Vinson III     August 2023-Present

Acting and Interim Presidents:  John Mercer Langston served as Acting 

President from December 1873 to July 1875.  Carlton P. Alexis served as Interim 

President from July 1, 1989 to April 1, 1990.  Joyce A. Ladner, the first female Interim 

President, served first as the Acting President from May 14, 1994 to June 30, 1994 

and then as Interim President from July 1, 1994 to June 30, 1995.  Artis Hampshire -

Cowen served as Acting President from June 1, 2008 - July 31, 2008



DR. JAMES E. CHEEK
1969 - 1989

Å13th president

ÅAccomplishments as president

ÅFed. Appropriations inc. by 507.3 percent

ÅGrowth & Dev. Accelerated at an unprecedented 

pace é. Most rapid expansion 

*$43 mil, 515 bed hospital *Undergraduate Library (1970s)

*Cancer Center *College of Dentistry (1970s)

* Acquired West Campus ï Law School *Blackburn Center (1970s)

*TV Station (1980 ï 1st blk uni.) *SCHOOL OF BUSINESS (1970s) 

*Radio Station (1971) *Addl Prog.: CAR & Cont. Ed.



H. PATRICK SWYGERT
1995 - 2008

Å15th president

ÅAlumnus

ÅUndergraduate ð history

ÅLaw degree

ÅCoined the phrase:

    Leadership for America and the global community

ÅAccomplishments

ÅLaw School Library

ÅHealth Science Library



LAW LIBRARY - TODAY



WHO IS THE CURRENT 
PRESIDENT OF  HOWARD 

UNIVERSITY?



DR. BEN VINSON III
2023 - PRESENT

Å18th president



TODAY S HOWARD
Å4 Campuses

ÅEnrollment:       approx. 12,866

ÅAcademics

Å12 schools and colleges

Å120 areas of study

Å80 undergraduate

Å91 graduate

Å29 doctoral programs

ÅFaculty:           1400

    



RECOGNITION

Å1 of only 48 US private Doctoral/Research Intensive universities

ÅProduces more on -campus African American PhDs

Å2024:  Aprille J. Ericsson, Nominated to be Assistant Secretary of 

Defense for Science and Technology

Å2024: School of Education Receives Award for Teacher Education



RECOGNITION CONTINUED

ÅAD Kery Davis, NACDA Athletic Director of the Year

ÅPortable Nanotechnology Laboratory that tours the area 

schools to teach students about nanotechnology

ÅNanotechnology lab in Department of Engineering

ÅClinical Skills and Simulation Center, College of Medicine



A SNAPSHOT OF NOTABLE 
ALUMS

ÅThurgood Marshall

ÅL. Douglass Wilder

ÅToni Morrison

ÅPhylicia Rashad

ÅDebbie Allen

ÅJessye Norman

ÅDr. LaSalle Leffall

ÅVernon Jordan

ÅAndrew Young

ÅChadwick Boseman

ÅShirley Franklin

ÅLynn Whitfield

ÅOssie Davis

ÅDavid Dinkins

ÅMike Espy

ÅCharlotte Ray

ÅRichard Smallwood

ÅKwame Ture

ÅFrank Savage

ÅVice President of the United 
States Kamala Harris



SPECIALTY DEPARTMENTS

ÅPortable Nanotechnology 
Laboratory that tours the 
area schools to teach 
students about 
nanotechnology

ÅNanotechnology lab in 
Department of 
Engineering

ÅClinical Skills and 
Simulation Center, 
College of Medicine

ÅLargest collection of African Art 

before the Smithsonian of Black Art 

was built.

ÅMajor works of arts by African 

American artist housed in the 

Armour J. Blackburn center and 

campus wide.

ÅMoorland Spingarn Collection



THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW

ÅMission

ÅMeaning of the words on the university seal:

ÅOriginal motto:  

        Equal Rights & Knowledge for all

Å1910 compromise ->  new seal with the words

ÅVeritas and Utilitas

ÅTruth and service



INTRODUCTION

The Critical Roles of The African American Museums in Todays 

Society!

ÅAccording to  Jada Wright -Greene, òWith the changing fabric 

of this world, things like hatred, bigotry, racism, and even 

Covid -19, the roles of the museums are critically important!

ÅMost African American museums were born out of the Black 

Power Movement.

ÅAfrican American Museums are critically important in todayõs 

political climate!    


