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Today’s roadmap
- The hesitancy: Are you avoiding technology? 

- The misconceptions: Do you believe databases to be static and clunky? 

- The reasons to go virtual: Why should we bring our institutions online?

- The how: What are the initial steps for digitizing your collection? 

- The benefits from going online | a deep dive: How can technology make 

us more collaborative, accessible, dynamic and perseverant?

- Q&A
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The hesitancy

Why institutions drag their 
feet with using technology:

● Cost
● Labor 
● Resources
● Only for the “Big” guys
● Data security
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The misconceptions

What may be holding us back? 

Perceiving databases as:

● Static
● Expensive (need grant 

funding or a large budget)
● Only for large teams
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https://docs.google.com/file/d/1MgEXM7awNKrCg4OEy7SqKX6kFOCUG8hO/preview


Why should we bring our institutions online?
Organize your collection in one 
place. Make your collection 
accessible for years to come. 

Expand your reach. Reach 
beyond your walls and no longer 
be limited by physical space. 

Grow your digital audience. Get 
more visits to your website and 
fundraisers, from near and far.

 

Enrich engagement. Connect 
with your audiences in new 
ways. Make it easier for 
schools, donors, community 
members, etc. to connect with 
your objects.

Make your fundraising more 
resilient. Don’t be reliant on 
in-person foot traffic.

So
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Continued…
Offer a hybrid solution. Online is 
not a replacement of in-person. 
Offer more choices.

Show off your institution. Have 
something that looks good. 
You’re a visual institution – 
showcase that.

Bolster relationships with 
donors. They are excited to see 
their artworks online and visible. 

 

Scale back on resources. Less 
people needed to staff. 

Make your processes more 
sustainable. Make 
collaboration easy by accessing 
your information, anywhere at 
any time.  
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How to get started  
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What information are we collecting, preserving 
and displaying?
Our cultural heritage is not just the objects and their images…it’s their stories, their 
context, the related ephemera. 

Online art databases give you storage to record artwork and acquisition details, artist 
info, and the related documents associated with the records. And make it shareable!

Conventional documentation: donor records, conservation reports, artist statements, 
studies, publications etc.

“New wave” provenance: video clips, audio recordings, social media posts, etc
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Digitization Tips

Look at your collections and determine what your needs are.

Ask yourself: what is your goal?

Find a CMS that provides flexibility and breadth of functionality. 

Make a plan. What will you digitize first? 

Remember to preserve your documents to make them shareable. 

Consider your “non-art” objects like books. 
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The benefits from 
digitizing your collection  
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Make info accessible 
Never lose track: Centralize all of 
your artwork details, images, & 
documents in one place. Easily find 
info you need.

Supplement in-person visits: Help 
scholars conduct research. 

Field online inquiries: Connect 
directly with audiences offsite. 

Let technology tell your stories. 
Show related ephemera.
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Collaborate remotely
Don’t rely on being onsite: Access info 
from anywhere on any device. Share 
directly from your art collection database. 

Engage with your communities: 
volunteers, lending institutions, students, 
scholars, community members, etc.

Always be prepared: Have details at the 
ready for the press, insurance brokers, 
donors, external loans, etc. 
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Private Rooms enable you to curate and share a body of artworks with a particular 
audience. Use Private Rooms to coordinate with lending institutions, donors, insurance 

brokers, exhibiting artists, etc. Quickly share images & information.
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Connect with your 
audiences while you 
share information 

● Colleagues
● Board members
● Interns & volunteers
● Scholars
● Loaning institutions
● Donors
● Press
● Conservators
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Increase visibility 
and promote 
discoverability 

“Within a week of bringing our 
collection online with the 
Public Profile we saw a 
sudden increase of traffic to 
our website. No other variables 
changed.”           

New Mexico State University  
Example from Haitian Heritage Museum Public Profile

#
https://www.artworkarchive.com/profile/eveline-pierre/exhibition/introspective-noir


Reach beyond your 
gallery walls with 
online exhibitions
We are no longer limited by geography, 
time, & other restrictions.

Have the flexibility to showcase emerging 
and local artists and provide more curation 
opportunities.

Clicks can be the new footprints. 
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Manage, share and archive your exhibits

Give your curators and other colleagues the 
tools to organize upcoming shows, 
collaboratively.

Document historical exhibitions and preserve an 
archive of your organization's legacy. 

Capture that recent history and continue to 
share your de-installed shows with the public, 
your board, funders, etc.. 
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Encourage 
encounters with 
an Interactive Map

Show the spread of your art 
collection.

Get exact with GPS 
coordinates.

Provide directions. 
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Share more information with QR Codes

Thanks to the pandemic, QR 
codes are coming back in style.

Create a thorough organizational 
system for your inventory.

Add QR codes to labels or your 
catalogs for additional context.

Drive viewers to your exhibits and 
website.
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Produce 
educational 
materials with 
Portfolio Pages 

Print, laminate and include in 
your on-site exhibitions.  

Or send directly to your audience 
before an event. 
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Strengthen 
relationships with 
your contacts 

Build and strengthen your 
relationships with artists, donors, 
funders, partners, loaning 
institutions, etc.

Don’t lose track of any key 
contact details.
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Expedite your 
admin processes 
with the Artist 
Upload Tool

Artists with or without 
Artwork Archive accounts 
can upload artwork images 
& information directly into an 
Organization account (with 
your permission).
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Serve as steward 
and protect your 
institution’s legacy
Be proactive rather than reactive 
when it comes to conservation.

Conduct a condition assessment. 
Establish a baseline. Decide what 
to prioritize. Create a schedule. 
Initiate more effective and 
modern workflows. Prepare for 
deaccessions. 
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Extend your event’s reach 
with online tools
“With Artwork Archive, we were able to expand and extend the reach of 
our event and art sales. And the intuitive user interface allowed our event 
intern and volunteers to manage the online gallery with minimal training.”

– Hal Stringer, Chairperson - Winter Park Paint Out, Polasek Museum & 
Sculpture Garden
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Fundraise 
sustainably 

“Our online presence with 
Artwork Archive was a lot 
more successful than we 
thought it could be. Now, 
we're busting at the seams. 
Our recent art sales tripled. 
We're too successful.” Duke 
Arts & Health
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Further Reading:               

01    |    Make an Impact: Adapt and Activate Your Art Collections and Archives
02    |    5 Ways to Make Your Art Collection More Accessible to the Public           
03    |    How One Museum Moved its Exhibitions Online During COVID-19     
04    |    Feature Release: Online Exhibitions and Exhibit Archive   
05    |    Arts & Health at Duke Overhauled Their Art Management System and Tripled  

Their Art Sales in the Process
06    |    Public Profile Overview + How to Embed onto Your Website
07    |    How Arts Nonprofits are Saving Time & Headache When Planning Art Shows
08    |   QR Codes: Your Art Collection’s New Best Friend 
09    |   Your Art Collection Database Can be a Fundraising Tool 
10    |   Art Organizations Share Why They Chose Artwork Archive
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https://www.artworkarchive.com/blog/make-an-impact-adapt-and-activate-your-art-collections-and-archives
https://www.artworkarchive.com/blog/5-ways-to-make-your-art-collection-more-accessible-to-the-public
https://www.artworkarchive.com/blog/how-one-museum-moved-its-exhibitions-online-during-covid-19
https://www.artworkarchive.com/blog/feature-release-online-exhibitions-and-exhibit-archive-for-organizations
https://www.artworkarchive.com/blog/arts-health-at-duke-overhauled-their-art-management-system-and-tripled-art-sales-in-the-process
https://www.artworkarchive.com/blog/arts-health-at-duke-overhauled-their-art-management-system-and-tripled-art-sales-in-the-process
https://help.artworkarchive.com/en/articles/5030795-video-tutorial-public-profile-overview
https://help.artworkarchive.com/en/articles/2208799-connecting-your-public-profile-to-your-website
https://www.artworkarchive.com/blog/how-arts-nonprofits-are-saving-time-the-headache-when-planning-art-shows
https://www.artworkarchive.com/blog/qr-codes-your-art-collection-s-new-best-friend
https://www.artworkarchive.com/blog/your-art-collection-database-can-be-a-fundraising-tool
https://www.artworkarchive.com/blog/art-organizations-share-why-they-chose-artwork-archivehttps://www.artworkarchive.com/blog/15-reasons-why-academic-museums-and-galleries-use-artwork-archive-as-their-modern-cms-solution


IF YOU’RE INTERESTED…
https://www.artworkarchive.com/blog
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ARTWORK ARCHIVE CAN HELP

● Artwork Archive provides the tools for artists, 
collectors and organizations to organize, manage, 
share and showcase their art and collections. 

● Free trial can be found at 

www.artworkarchive.com/aaam
○ Try it free for 14 days 
○ AAAM members get a lifetime 30% discount

● Our blog is at www.artworkarchive.com/blog

● Contact us at team@artworkarchive.com

● Stay tuned for upcoming webinars.
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http://www.artworkarchive.com/aaam
mailto:team@artworkarchive.com
https://www.artworkarchive.com/webinars


THANK YOU!
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